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Grade 5 ELA Rubric 1st Trimester 

 

Reading 
 

Identifies Key Ideas and Details 
RL.5.1/RI.5.1 Quote accurately from a text and make relevant connections when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences 
from the text.  
RL.5.2 Determine the key details in a story, drama or poem to identify the theme and to summarize the text. 
RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the text. 
RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters 
interact). 
RI.5.3 Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text 
based on specific information in the text.   

 
Progress Indicator 

1 2 3 4 5 

The student is not meeting 
grade level standards and 
expectations.  The student is 
not making progress with 
significant teacher support. 
Additional instruction, 
opportunities for practice, and 
support are essential in order 
to move toward grade level 
expectations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The student is making limited 
progress toward grade level 
standards and expectations. 
The student is making limited 
progress with significant 
teacher support. Student 
performance varies with 
consistency of the quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires significant 
opportunities for practice and 
support.  

The student is progressing 
toward grade level standards 
and expectations.  The 
student is making progress 
with teacher support and may 
be inconsistent with quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires additional 
opportunities for practice and 
support. 

The student is consistently 
and independently meets 
grade level standards and 
expectations. 
Grade 5  
● Specifically quote evidence 

from the text when 
explaining what the text 
says implicitly or explicitly 

● Utilize key supporting 
details combined with 
character analysis to 
summarize the text and 
determine the theme; 
determine two or more 
main ideas 

● Compare and contrast two 
or more characters or 
individuals in history, 
settings, or events in a text 
using explicit details. 

● Explain interactions 
between characters 

The student is consistently 
exceeding grade level 
standards and expectations. 
Grade 6  
● Infer what text says and 

cite evidence for what the 
text actually says 

● Determine a theme or 
central idea and provide a 
summary that is unbiased 

● Consider both the 
progression of the plot and 
impact of plot events on 
characters 

● Analyze how a key 
character is introduced  
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Recognizes Craft and Structure of Text 
RL.5.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language such as metaphors and similes. 
RL.5.5 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem. 
RL.5.6 Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described. 

 
Progress Indicator 

1 2 3 4 5 

The student is not meeting 
grade level standards and 
expectations.  The student is 
not making progress with 
significant teacher support. 
Additional instruction, 
opportunities for practice, and 
support are essential in order 
to move toward grade level 
expectations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The student is making limited 
progress toward grade level 
standards and expectations. 
The student is making limited 
progress with significant 
teacher support. Student 
performance varies with 
consistency of the quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires significant 
opportunities for practice and 
support.  

The student is progressing 
toward grade level standards 
and expectations.  The 
student is making progress 
with teacher support and may 
be inconsistent with quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires additional 
opportunities for practice and 
support. 

The student is consistently 
and independently meets 
grade level standards and 
expectations. 
Grade 5  
● Determine meanings of 

words and phrases as used 
in text 

● Explain how certain parts 
of a text fit together to 
make a whole story 

● Describe how a narrator’s 
point of view affects the 
description of the events in 
a text 

 
 

The student is consistently 
exceeding grade level 
standards and expectations. 
Grade 6  
● Analyze the impact of word 

choice as a whole and 
determine meaning of 
figurative language 
including connotative 
meaning 

● Determine how one part of 
a text helps to develop the 
theme or plot 

● Contrast the development 
of the points of view of 
multiple characters in the 
text 
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Integrates, Analyzes, and Reflects on Information Across Texts 
RL.5.7 Analyze how visual and multimedia elements contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation of 
fiction, folktale, myth, poem). 

 
Progress Indicator 

1 2 3 4 5 

The student is not meeting 
grade level standards and 
expectations.  The student is 
not making progress with 
significant teacher support. 
Additional instruction, 
opportunities for practice, and 
support are essential in order 
to move toward grade level 
expectations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The student is making limited 
progress toward grade level 
standards and expectations. 
The student is making limited 
progress with significant 
teacher support. Student 
performance varies with 
consistency of the quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires significant 
opportunities for practice and 
support.  

The student is progressing 
toward grade level standards 
and expectations.  The 
student is making progress 
with teacher support and may 
be inconsistent with quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires additional 
opportunities for practice and 
support. 

The student is consistently 
and independently meets 
grade level standards and 
expectations. 
Grade 5  
● Explain how visuals and 

multimedia contribute to 
the meaning of a text 

 

The student is consistently 
exceeding grade level 
standards and expectations. 
Grade 6 
● Compare performed and 

read text emphasizing what 
is “seen” or “heard” while 
both reading and watching 
the text  
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Reads and Comprehends Grade Level Text Across Multiple Genres 
RL.5.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at grade level text-complexity or above, with 
scaffolding as needed.  
RI.5.10 By the end of year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed 
L.5.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  

 
Progress Indicator 

1 2 3 4 5 

The student is not meeting 
grade level standards and 
expectations.  The student is 
not making progress with 
significant teacher support. 
Additional instruction, 
opportunities for practice, and 
support are essential in order 
to move toward grade level 
expectations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The student is making limited 
progress toward grade level 
standards and expectations. 
The student is making limited 
progress with significant 
teacher support. Student 
performance varies with 
consistency of the quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires significant 
opportunities for practice and 
support.  

The student is progressing 
toward grade level standards 
and expectations.  The 
student is making progress 
with teacher support and may 
be inconsistent with quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires additional 
opportunities for practice and 
support. 

The student is consistently 
and independently meets 
grade level standards and 
expectations. 
Grade 5  
● Read and comprehend a 

variety of types of literature 
and literary nonfiction texts 
as well as a variety of 
nonfiction texts at grade 
level complexity with 
independence and 
proficiency, and minimal 
scaffolding 

● Analyze how language 
functions and can be used 
to convey meanings when 
reading, speaking, 
listening, or writing; 
expand, combine, and 
reduce sentences for 
meaning; compare/contrast 
the varieties of English 
used in dramas or poems 

 

The student is consistently 
exceeding grade level 
standards and expectations. 
Grade 6 
● Read and comprehend a 

variety of types of literature 
and literary nonfiction texts 
as well as a variety of 
nonfiction texts above 
grade level complexity with 
independence and 
proficiency 

● Analyze how language 
functions and can be used 
to convey specific 
meanings when reading, 
speaking, listening, or 
writing; vary sentence 
patterns for meaning; 
maintain consistency in 
style and tone. 
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Writing 

 

Follows the Structure and Technique Based on Genre, Purpose, and Audience 
W.5.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.  

 
Progress Indicator 

1 2 3 4 5 

The student is not meeting 
grade level standards and 
expectations.  The student is 
not making progress with 
significant teacher support. 
Additional instruction, 
opportunities for practice, and 
support are essential in order 
to move toward grade level 
expectations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The student is making limited 
progress toward grade level 
standards and expectations. 
The student is making limited 
progress with significant 
teacher support. Student 
performance varies with 
consistency of the quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires significant 
opportunities for practice and 
support.  

The student is progressing 
toward grade level standards 
and expectations.  The 
student is making progress 
with teacher support and may 
be inconsistent with quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires additional 
opportunities for practice and 
support. 

The student is consistently 
and independently meets 
grade level standards and 
expectations. 
Grade 5  
● Develop narratives with a 

clear sequence of events 
and descriptive details 

 

The student is consistently 
exceeding grade level 
standards and expectations. 
Grade 6 
● Compose narratives 

utilizing well-structured 
sequence of events, 
relevant details as well as 
effective techniques 
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Develops and Strengthens Writing by Planning, Revising, and Editing 
W.5.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
W.5.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a 
new approach. 
W.5.6 With some guidance and support from adults and peers, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to 
interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting. 

 
Progress Indicator 

1 2 3 4 5 

The student is not meeting 
grade level standards and 
expectations.  The student is 
not making progress with 
significant teacher support. 
Additional instruction, 
opportunities for practice, and 
support are essential in order 
to move toward grade level 
expectations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The student is making limited 
progress toward grade level 
standards and expectations. 
The student is making limited 
progress with significant 
teacher support. Student 
performance varies with 
consistency of the quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires significant 
opportunities for practice and 
support.  

The student is progressing 
toward grade level standards 
and expectations.  The 
student is making progress 
with teacher support and may 
be inconsistent with quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires additional 
opportunities for practice and 
support. 

The student is consistently 
and independently meets 
grade level standards and 
expectations. 
Grade 5  
● Create a clear and 

coherent writing piece that 
meets grade level 
expectations and 
standards and actively 
considers the audience of 
the piece, task, and genre 

● Develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new 
approach with some 
support 

● Utilize technology to 
produce/publish writing, 
collaborate with peers, and 
produce a minimum of two 
pages in one sitting 

The student is consistently 
exceeding grade level 
standards and expectations. 
Grade 6 
● Create a clear and 

coherent writing piece that 
exceeds grade level 
expectations and 
standards and is 
appropriate to task, genre, 
and audience 

● Develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new 
approach with some 
support 

● Utilize technology to 
produce/publish writing, 
collaborate with peers, and 
produce a minimum of 
three pages in one sitting 
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Applies Grade-Level Conventions and Mechanics 
L.5.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
L.5.2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

 
Progress Indicator 

1 2 3 4 5 

The student is not meeting 
grade level standards and 
expectations.  The student is 
not making progress with 
significant teacher support. 
Additional instruction, 
opportunities for practice, and 
support are essential in order 
to move toward grade level 
expectations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The student is making limited 
progress toward grade level 
standards and expectations. 
The student is making limited 
progress with significant 
teacher support. Student 
performance varies with 
consistency of the quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires significant 
opportunities for practice and 
support.  

The student is progressing 
toward grade level standards 
and expectations.  The 
student is making progress 
with teacher support and may 
be inconsistent with quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires additional 
opportunities for practice and 
support. 

The student is consistently 
and independently meets 
grade level standards and 
expectations. 
Grade 5  
● Explain function of 

conjunctions, prepositions, 
and interjections; form and 
use perfect verb tenses; 
use verb tense to convey 
various time sequences, 
recognize and correct 
inappropriate shifts in verb 
tense; use correlative 
conjunctions 

● Utilize punctuation to 
separate items in a series, 
use a comma to separate 
an introductory element 
from the rest of the 
sentence and direct 
address; use underlining, 
quotations, and italics to 
indicate titles of works; 
spell correctly  

The student is consistently 
exceeding grade level 
standards and expectations. 
Grade 6 
● Use intensive pronouns in 

their proper case, correct 
inappropriate shifts in 
pronoun number and 
person, correct vague 
pronouns, and recognize 
and correct deviations from 
standard English in writing 
and speaking 

● Utilize punctuation 
(commas, parentheses, 
dashes) to set off 
nonrestrictive/ parenthetical 
elements; spell correctly 
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Writes Independently for a Sustained Period of Time 
W.5.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a 
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
Progress Indicator 

1 2 3 4 5 

The student is not meeting 
grade level standards and 
expectations.  The student is 
not making progress with 
significant teacher support. 
Additional instruction, 
opportunities for practice, and 
support are essential in order 
to move toward grade level 
expectations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The student is making limited 
progress toward grade level 
standards and expectations. 
The student is making limited 
progress with significant 
teacher support. Student 
performance varies with 
consistency of the quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires significant 
opportunities for practice and 
support.  

The student is progressing 
toward grade level standards 
and expectations.  The 
student is making progress 
with teacher support and may 
be inconsistent with quality of 
work produced.  The student 
requires additional 
opportunities for practice and 
support. 

The student is consistently 
and independently meets 
grade level standards and 
expectations. 
Grade 5  
● Write routinely to create a 

variety of writing projects 
over extended and shorter 
time frames for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and 
audiences using skills 
covered in all standards 
(Grade Level 
Introduction: focus on 
multiple topics, 
summarizing or 
paraphrasing their 
research from multiple 
print and digital sources 
as well as from personal 
experiences) 

 

The student is consistently 
exceeding grade level 
standards and expectations. 
Grade 6 
● Write routinely to create a 

variety of writing projects 
over extended and shorter 
time frames for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and 
audiences using skills 
covered in all standards 
(Grade Level 
Introduction: argument 
writing, use of 
technology to collaborate 
with others, quoting or 
paraphrasing from 
sources without 
plagiarizing) 
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Speaking and Listening 
 

Prepare for and Engage Effectively in a Range of Discussions 
SL.5.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and 
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
SL.5.2 Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally). 
SL.5.4 Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support 
main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 
SL.5.5 Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, sound) and visual displays in presentations when appropriate to enhance the development of 
main ideas or themes. 
SL.5.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English when appropriate to task and situation. 

Progress Indicator 

1 2 3 4 5 

The student is not 
meeting grade level 
standards and 
expectations.  The 
student is not making 
progress with significant 
teacher support. 
Additional instruction, 
opportunities for practice, 
and support are essential 
in order to move toward 
grade level expectations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The student is making 
limited progress toward 
grade level standards and 
expectations.  The 
student is making limited 
progress with significant 
teacher support. Student 
performance varies with 
consistency of the quality 
of work produced.  The 
student requires 
significant opportunities 
for practice and support.  

The student is 
progressing toward grade 
level standards and 
expectations.  The student 
is making progress with 
teacher support and may 
be inconsistent with quality 
of work produced.  The 
student requires additional 
opportunities for practice 
and support. 

The student is consistently and 
independently meets grade level 
standards and expectations. 
Grade 5  
● Come to discussions prepared; follow 

agreed-upon rules for discussions; 
pose and respond to specific 
questions; elaborate on the remarks 
of others; review key ideas expressed 
and draw conclusions 

● Summarize a written text out loud 
presented in diverse and media 
formats 

● Present a topic or opinion in a logical, 
organized manner; maintain 
appropriate pace and maintain 
coherent, spoken sentences 

● Combine audio recordings and visual 
displays, when appropriate, to 
enhance the development of main 
ideas or themes 

● Adapt to a variety of speaking tasks 
be able to distinguish between formal 
and informal discourse 

The student is consistently exceeding grade 
level standards and expectations. 
Grade 6 
● Discuss a variety of topics to express ideas 

clearly; actively listen to and demonstrate 
respect for each others’ viewpoints; explain 
how their observations and readings 
contribute to a topic; follow rules for collegial 
discussions and set specific goals and 
guidelines; review key ideas expressed and 
demonstrate understanding of multiple 
perspectives 

● Interpret and evaluate information presented 
in diverse and media formats 

● Organize ideas in a logical, sequential order; 
self-reflect on inclusion of all expected 
elements to be incorporated; use eye contact, 
clear volume, and strong intonation  

● Incorporate multimedia components such as 
graphics, images, or music in their 
presentations in order to add clarity to the 
content 

● Determine language that is appropriate and 
effective for addressing a variety of audiences 
and purposes; provided opportunities to allow 
them to manipulate speech based upon 
context 
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